YOUNG WOMEN’S CAUCUS ORAL INTERVENTION

Draft 1, 5 March 2010

Dear fellow citizens of the world

My name is XXXXX, I am here on behalf of the Young Women’s Caucus – a coalition of young women and youth organisation representatives here at CSW. At this 15th anniversary of the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action we urge governments to live up to their commitments and place girls and young women at the centre of all efforts. 
1. Young Women and Girls: Leaders and Agents of Change 

[if appropriate congratulate the resolution on women as agents of change]
The Beijing review shows we have much to do to empower girls to become leaders in politics, economy and society at large.  We recommend following the example of existing leadership development programs run by youth led NGOs and national youth councils. We urge you to strengthen organizations who deliver this holistic approach to enable girls to develop their full potential as outlined in the Section L of the Beijing Platform for Action. 

Young women celebrate the power of intergenerational leadership and welcome the sharing of power with women and men established in leadership positions. Established women leaders are best positioned to mentor and work with young women and girls to build leadership skills.  Together, we are responsible to use our power and resources to empower young women, including those of us living with HIV, experiencing violence, human trafficking, and early and forced marriage. 

Girls and young women have the potential to produce positive effects on the economy, politics and society at large. 
Decent work and a decent quality of life must become a reality for young women. Unemployment and the gender pay gap must be addressed and resolved so women and girls are encouraged to become leaders in the economic and financial sectors. 

Governments and civil society have recognized that women are key to achieving the MDGs and developing sustainable solutions to global problems. Since the BPFA was signed, there are more women in critical decision-making roles. Governments are slowly beginning to recognize the value of substantial investment in National Action Plan on Gender Equality.  To continue this positive trend young women and girls must be included in decision-making at all levels. 
Governments and civil society will reap global benefits through enhancing investment in the leadership of young women and girls as we are best positioned to lead global problem-solving.  Young women and girls are your succession plan.  Invest now and you are investing not only in the leadership of young women and girls, you invest in the present and future of the world.  

2. Safety, Security and the role of men and boys
Governments must tackle the root causes of violence and discrimination of girls and young women.  Examples of these include human trafficking, prostitution, sexual harassment, early and forced marriage, and harmful cultural practices such as female genital mutilation.  
Girls and young women must be part of the fight against the root causes of violence against women; they are not only victims, they are powerful agents of change.

We welcome to the collaboration, men and boys involved in ending violence (gender inequality) against girls and young women. We celebrate the General Secretary’s campaign to identify male champions of the fight against inequality. True equality can only be achieved when men and women, girls and boys work together with mutual respect.  We ask governments to fund programmes to work with young people to develop this mutual understanding and respect .
3. As girls and young women, we call for improved access to information and choices regarding education, including non-formal education and comprehensive sexuality education.

The increased sexualization and stereotyping of girls is a phenomenon which must stop. Governments must address this through and with the media and throughout civil society.  This issue is one of the root causes of discrimination and violence against women, and must be considered when making policy decisions.
Comprehensive sexuality education, both formal and non-formal, must equip all young people to make responsible choices about their sexuality. This requires information beyond biological body parts. To grow into responsible adults, members of society and global citizens, young women must be given the opportunity and freedom to develop their identity. We also need the tools to make informed decisions about their sexual reproductive health and rights and to have the power to choose between different ways of contraception, HIV prevention, and sexual lifestyle choices.  Accurate, unbiased, accessible and affordable information, supplies and services are vital.
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